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Finally, Private Partnerships Made Easy

 You Really Can Afford an Aircraft – Here’s How
W

hile the idea of forming a partnership to reduce the total cost of aircraft ownership is nothing new, until recently there was no technologically advanced mechanism to match the wants, desires and budgets of active aviators. In fact until recently, there was no better mechanism than pinning a piece of paper to the bulletin board at the local FBO. Thankfully, those days have passed – and good riddance. Aviators by nature want to leverage every ounce of advanced technology to make the aviation experience all that it can be. Using 21st Century technology to identify and locate like-minded aviators to form private partnerships is merely an extension of the technology that makes the joy of flying more fulfilling.

Think about it. Partnerships in aviation make perfect fiscal sense. The asset is largely under-utilized because, unlike an automobile, an aircraft rarely gets used daily. Thus sharing access to it poses no real imposition and offers significant benefits to the owner(s). Forming private partnerships works for any new, pre-owned or currently owner aircraft on virtually any budget in any location. That is, once you crack the code that unlocks how and where to find the aviators that represent potential cost-sharing partners. Enter The Aircraft Partnership Association.

Again, the aircraft partnership concept is as old as the Wright Flyer itself. But what makes the Aircraft Partnership Association a successful mechanism to connect partners and form cost-saving partnerships is technology. The APA uses a secure on-line database to match partners on any level – and it’s FREE. Savvy aviators can visit www.TheAPA.com and post their profile in complete anonymity. Once a profile is posted, other APA Members can search for potential partners based on search criteria like type of aircraft type desired, budget available, airport location and more. The system will even send Members an e-mail when a new Member joins nearby. Over 5,000 Members have already posted profiles and 10,000 are expected by year-end making the database more robust by the day.

Does the APA work? Absolutely! Below are just three examples of aviators who recently used APA’s Virtual Pilot Lounge™ (the APA pilot database) to identify and locate partners to help make their dream of aircraft ownership come true.

"I had been looking for a share in an aircraft for about 9 months with no success when a friend told me about the Aircraft Partnership Association. A couple of months after signing up and getting new APA Member announcements in my area, one caught my eye. It was local and a plane that I was very interested in. A week later I was flying the CZAW SportCruiser as a proud owner!"

Gene L., APA Member 1414
 “After several years of not flying, I recently met a great group of guys through Deene Ogden, APA Member 2733, and joined their existing partnership in a '65 Debonair at GTU.  Primo airplane in a primo hangar location with a primo bunch of guys. I can already tell that I'm getting much more than an airplane with this group. I'd still be sitting on the tarmac if it weren't for The APA. Thank you!”

Stuart T., APA Member 3050


"After I retired, I decided to part with my share of an aircraft I owned with three other great partners. I saw an APA ad on Barnstormers and decided to give them a try. I went online, joined up, and created my member profile. The next morning I had a message from a prospect and contacted him. I set up a test flight and afterward he decided my share was the right ownership choice for him so he is now the proud owner of my share”

Lucian Napier, APA Member 2857 

Clearly the APA is helping people clear the obstacles to aircraft ownership in an effective and convenient manner. The ability to share costs opens the world of aircraft ownership to many more people, helps current aircraft owners stay in their planes longer by sharing the total cost of ownership and even adds a social element to the experience of owning an aircraft. Now more than ever, partnerships make perfect fiscal sense.

“We’re seen APA memberships begin to spike as the economy slows,” stated David A. Kruger, President of the Aircraft Partnership Association. “People who are passionate about aviation aren’t willing to just stop flying. What they are doing is actively looking for new ways to reduce the cost of flying so aviation can stay a part of their lifestyle longer. For some pilots, that may mean purchasing a used aircraft with a partner instead of a new one alone. Some current aircraft owners may want to find partners to help share to cost of ownership rather than succumb to the financial pressure to get out of flying altogether. The beauty of APA is that uses technology to intelligently form partnerships that work for new, used or currently owned aircraft anywhere,” Kruger concluded.

APA fills a niche in the ownership spectrum. Not everyone can afford to purchase and operate his or her own new or used aircraft. Professionally managed fractional ownership programs are only available in select markets and all are based on aircraft that cost hundreds of thousand of dollars. APA provides the tools to make the goal of aircraft ownership possible because it can work for any new, pre-owned or currently owned aircraft, in any market, with any number of pilots on any budget. Visit the Virtual Pilot Lounge today and become a APA Member. 
The Aircraft Partnership Association is a private association founded by pilots for pilots who want to realize the dream of aircraft ownership on their own terms. To learn more about APA, visit www.TheAPA.com or call (972) 334-0403 today. Joining APA is the first step in Creating Partnerships That Fly™.
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