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The November Chapter Meeting Program Is
“Ask your Mechanic!”

Of course we all know that the new proper terminology is “Maintenance Technician” – no wait, it’s 
now “maintenance engineer”.  Call it what you want, these are the guys who fix, repair, inspect and 
certify that our aircraft are safe and the paperwork associated with them is legal and correct.  This 
month’s meeting will bring together three “experts” – one being an A&P, one being an A&P IA, and 
one being an A&P DAR and EAA technical counselor.

Tom Ferraro, Chuck Roberts and Mel Asberry will provide an entertaining as well as informative 
program for everyone interested in the aspects of maintaining their aircraft.  Even if you do not 
work on your own aircraft, there are many responsibilities a pilot needs to understand when it 
comes to the maintenance and service of your flying machine.  It is sure to be spirited and 
educational for all of us.  The topics will not be limited and we’d expect good lively discussions on 
certified as well as experimental aircraft.

This program is being designed to be interactive with the chapter members and guests.  We would 
like everyone to think of any questions you may have on maintenance and bring them to the 
meeting for open discussion.  In order to address some of the more specific or detailed questions, 
please consider emailing your maintenance questions and areas for discussion to us prior to the 
meeting so we can include them in the agenda.  (Send emails to tferraro@jcpenney.com or 
lspears@jcpenney.com.)
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Chili Cook-Off Results 
By Michael Stephan & Sam Cooper 
 
The fourth annual Chili Cook-Off held at the McKinney 
Municipal airport last October was again a very delicious 
event.  After a foggy start the weather turned out to be a 
beautiful fall day.  There were quite a few that flew in, and as 
with most fly-ins, people gathered around the airplanes to get 
a closer look. 

We had about 14 different pots of chili, and they were all very 
Continued on page 2 



 2

Chili Cook-Off Results  ...Continued from page 1 
good.  This year I made sure I tasted them all, and 
some of them I tasted twice and three times.  They 
were all good, and several were really good.  On 
behalf of all us tasters, we say a big “thank you” to all 
who prepared the yummy chili.  
 
Our three-judge panel, which included our own Gary 
Kirby, tasted and judged the entries.  Attendees also 
tasted and voted for the “People’s Choice” award.  
After about an hour or more of eating, the results were 
announced.  Here are the results.  
 
1st Place: Janne Ackerman 
2nd Place: Mark Brown, Mad Dash chili 
3rd Place: Frank Phipps, Phoenix Phyre chili 
Honorable Mentions: Kerry Stanford, R-2800 chili; 
Barbara Flunker, Got Milk? chili; Ray Kiddo 
People’s Choice: Janne Ackermann 
 

This event would not happen 
without the efforts of Chapter 168 
and 1246 volunteers and the help 
of Chapter 1246 members who 
setup the hangar wher we held 
the event.  Ann Asberry organized 
the event, but was unable to 
attend (probably cruising 
somewhere in the Pacific).  Her 
duties were picked up by Sam 
Cooper, who made sure things 
ran smoothly during the event.  
Barbara Flunker, John Phillips 
and Michael Stephan chipped in 

gathering supplies.  Barbara Flunker also ran the sign-in table.  Larry Spears registered the 
chili cooks.  Calvin Coffey handled the judges.  Sue Cowan and Tracey Haley harvested the 
chili samples for judging.  Our three judges (Don Christiansen, Gary Kirby, and Tom Jones) 
tasted all of the chilis.  Desserts were also brought by several volunteers.  
 
The event would not have been possible without several event 
sponsors.  Wingspoint Aviation (Mike Livsey) and Chapter 
1246 members arranged for the hangar.  Wingspoint Aviation 
(Robbie Clark) donated 50 gallons of aviation gasoline for our 
1st and 2nd place prizes.  And Chili’s in Richardson on Spring 
Valley provided $20 in gift certificates and 7 kids meal 
certificates. 
 
This has to be one of our most fun events.  We look forward to 
doing it again next year! 
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Chapter 1246 Pilot Profile
By Susan and David WIlson

Name: Russell Williamson

Place of birth: Tulsa, OK

Family: Wife, Lori; Son, Reese

Occupation: Commercial Real Estate Manage-
ment; Natural Gas Exploration & Production 

If I had a different job, I’d be COMFORTABLY 
RETIRED.

I became interested in aviation because I grew 
up around aviation.  My father was a flight engineer 
for American Airlines.

I fly/build a 1964 B-33 Beechcraft Debonair.

If money were no object, I’d fly/build a
Beechcraft Staggerwing.

My favorite place to fly for a meal is I really don’t 
do that very often

If I had a week off, I’d fly to Alaska.

On my fantasy flight around the world, my 3 
guests would be Lori, Reese, and a good life raft.

The last book I read was “All Men Tigers” by 
Tom Clancey.

My heros are my parents for getting me through to 
adulthood.

My greatest aviation experiences were flying a 
Piper Supercub from Florida  to Dallas and flying to 
Kitty Hawk with my father in his Cessna 182.

Chapter 168 Fly Out Nov 15th Stephenville (SEP)

EAA Chapter 168 will be heading over to Clarkfield Municipal (SEP) Stephenville, TX on Saturday, 
November 15th to check out the new BBQ restaurant there - The Hard Eight (254-968-5552).  They’ll be 
meeting at the restaurant at 11:00 am.  All comers are welcome.

Texas is widely recognized for many outstanding BBQ restaurants.  The Hard Eight definitely ranks among 
the best.  This place caters to aviators.  Seems like everyone who flies in to eat gets hooked and has to go 
back.  Great selection of meats: beef, pork, chicken, quail and even goat!  Great jalapeno sausage too, and 
the jalapeno sourdough buns can't be beat. 

The owner is a big, energetic Texan who loves to rub elbows with his customers, particularly if they reek of 
100LL.  He commutes daily in his own A-36 Bonanza.  There is only one way out of the airport, so don't fret 
about getting lost.  At the highway, the BBQ place is several hundred yards to the left.  There are two new 
golf carts for the sole purpose of shuttling people to and from the airport.  But, plan on walking.  It's a 
relaxing stroll past a piece of Americana in the form of the old Interstate Motel, with its distinctive roofline 
and art deco styling. 

Be ready for the drill when you arrive: approaching the front door, you'll pause outside while an attendant 
opens a steel-door pit from which you select your meat.  That goes onto a piece of waxed paper on a tray, 
and then you continue indoors to retrieve silverware, drinks, chips, etc.  Near the drink machine is a pot of 
beans you dip out yourselves.  You can dine indoors or outside, on a large patio.  Hope to see you there!
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EAA 1246 Holiday Party December 11th

If you show up at CCCC for the December EAA meeting, you’ll be missing one of the best holiday 
party’s in town.  EAA 1246 will be partying over at the McKinney Holiday Inn (1300 N. Central 
Expressway, on east side access road, between Virginia and White Avenues), Thursday, 
December 11th.

The party starts with a social hour at 6:30pm.  Dinner will be served at 7:00pm, and presentations 
and awards will start around 8:00pm.  There will be a cash bar from 6:30 to 10:00pm.  Dinner will 
be buffet style, catered by Hutchins BBQ.  Cost is $10 for adults and $8 for children.

Hutchins Holiday Menu: Turkey & Ham Dinner, Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, Dressing and 
Giblet Gravy, Cranberry Sauce, Hot Rolls, Banana Pudding and Peach Cobbler, Iced Tea.

R.S.V.P. - We need an accurate count for the caterer, so please let us know if you plan on 
attending.  You can pay ahead of time at the November chapter meeting or pay at the event.  If 
you can’t make it to the November meeting, call Sue Cowan at 972-549-1030 or email at 
suec1048@aol.com to make your reservation.  We need to have your reservation by Thursday, 
December 4th in order to ensure we have enough food for everyone.  Hope to see you all there!

EAA On The 51 Percent Rule
Submitted by Ted Mastenbrook

Question Submitted to EAA Government Programs:
In a recent e-HOT LINE, you state, "A person who wants to certificate an aircraft in the 
amateur-built category will still need to document that he/she has done the major portion (e.g., 51 
percent or more) of the fabrication and assembly tasks."  To my understanding the 51 percent rule 
only applies if a person plans to obtain a repairman's certificate for that aircraft.  If a person plans 
to hire out the maintenance or if he holds an A & P, the 51 percent rule isn't really an issue.  A 
person could buy partially completed pieces from different sources or purchase a nearly com-
pleted project and have it inspected and certified.  He should only have to prove he performed 51 
percent of the work to have the repairman's certificate issued.  Am I wrong in this assumption?

Answer:
Your assumption about the 51 percent rule is 100 wrong.  The only way an aircraft can be 
certificated as an experimental, amateur-built aircraft is if the owner/builders can prove that they 
built (at least) 51 percent of the aircraft.  That is the basic qualifier for an amateur-built aircraft.  
Any given experimental amateur-built aircraft may go through several different builders through its 
building process – but the total cumulative build must be 51% owner(s)/builder(s).

On the other hand, the amateur-built aircraft repairman's certificate is only issued to the original 
builder (e.g., the last owner/builder in the chain) who actually got the aircraft certificated.  In the 
case of a group of builders on a project, the group must select one person to receive that 
certificate.  The qualifiers for the builders' repairman's certificate is you must be the builder and, 
during the final airworthiness inspection process interview, you must be able to prove to the FAA 
inspector that you can maintain the aircraft to ensure its safe operation per FAR 91.319 – the 51 
percent rule plays no role in this certificate.
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        FAA                     EAA
 Designated Airworthiness Rep       Technical Counselor
 Aviation Safety Counselor                Flight Advisor
 Ground Instructor                       Safety Officer
 A & P Mechanic

      MEL ASBERRY

 2464 County Road 655                
 Farmersville TX 75442-6014                972-784-7544

(Items in bold are chapter events)

Nov 13 Chapter Meeting  7:00 PM
CCCC, McKinney

Nov 15 Chapter 168 Flyout to Clarkfield 
Muni (SEP), Stephenville, TX
for Bar-B-Q at The Hard Eight
(See details on page 3)

Nov 20 Officers Meeting  7:30 PM  TKI

Dec 11Chapter Holiday Party
Holiday Inn, McKinney
(See details on page 4)

Dec 18 Officers Meeting  7:30 PM  TKI

Dec 20Chapter Fly Out  TBD

Jan 8 Chapter Meeting  7:00 PM
CCCC, McKinney

DR. STEPHAN M. KRAMER
AEROSPACE AND INTERNAL MEDICINE

BOARD CERTIFIED - A.B.I.M.

Federal Aviation Administration
Senior Aviation Medical Examiner - Class 1, 2, or 3

ATP Rated Pilot MEL, SEL, SES

We specialize in problem waivers, denied, and special issuance FAA medicals

AVIATION MEDICAL CENTER
BY APPOINTMENT              230 AERO COUNTRY AIRPORT 
RD.

Rich Graham
Flight Instruction and FAR 61.56 Flight Reviews

Civilian Experience: Ground Instructor,
ATP/CFI, MD-80 Capt (ret), 7,500 hours

Military Experience: Instructor Pilot 5 Years,
T-33/T-37/T-38/F-4/SR-71/U-2/KC-135Q

3501 Hearst Castle Way                   Home: 972-491-0011
Plano, TX 75025                       Cell: 214-621-0982

                                                            Email: Habu05@aol.com

The EAA Chapter 1246 monthly board meeting was 
held on October 16, 2003.  Attending the meeting were 
Larry Spears, Calvin Coffey, David Norman, and Dick 
Flunker.  Following are the minutes from the meeting.

1. Discussion of feedback from the Chili Cookoff was 
positive. Thanks to Chapter 168 for their leading the 
event.

2. EAA National contacted the chapter requesting con-
firmation of the chapter incorporation.  Larry has the 
paperwork and will follow up with National.

3. The November program will be an 'Ask the A&P' 
night with a panel discussion by several chapter 
members with AP, DAR, and IA.  Tom Ferraro is 
coordinating the discussion.

4. The December meeting is the annual Christmas 
party.  The hall is reserved, and we have several 
volunteers for the decorating committee.  Calvin will 
setup a meeting for the decorating 
committee. Calvin will provide an article for the 
newsletter regarding other particulars.  Jim Wilson 
will MC the party.  Larry will make a contact regard-
ing preparing the video presentation.

5. There was discussion regarding a new membership 
drive. Dick will contact the newsletter editor regard-
ing additional extra copies of the newsletter to be 
distributed to hanger tenants at TKI and Aero Coun-
try. Larry will provide a 'bring a friend' article for the 
next newsletter.

6. Dick was reminded to obtain chapter registration 
materials during November.

7. Larry is continuing discussion with the T-shirt com-
pany.  Status is positive.  Once final design and 
price is establish, pre-orders will be taken before an 
order quantity is established.

8. There was discussion regarding future programs.  
Dick will make a contact for the January 
program. Dick has arranged the February program 
to be David Cheek discussing glider operations and 
training.  Calvin continues to pursue the seaplane 
possibility and another possibility. Larry will make a 
contact for program.

9. Dick reported that Pike Hall has been reserved for 
the Jan-Feb-Mar meetings.

10. David will put a reminder in the newsletter regarding 
dues.

11. David reported the financial status of the chapter.

����2004 Dues Are Due����
It’s time to pay your 2004 Chapter 1246 dues.  
Once again we have reigned in inflation and 
dues are still $20/year.  Make checks payable 
to EAA Chapter 1246.  Pay at a chapter meet-
ing or mail to our treasurer, David Norman.

 



 6

  2216 Wisteria Way
  McKinney, TX  75071

�

McKinney EAA Chapter 1246 Membership Application or Renewal

Name:

Address:

City:          State:         Zip:

Phone: Wk (        )                                Hm  (        )           

E-Mail Address:                                                            

Pilot/A&P Rating:         *EAA #        

Notes/Comments/Projects:

Membership dues are $20 per year.  Make 
checks payable to EAA Chapter 1246.
Mail applications to:

David Norman
2216 Wisteria Way
McKinney, TX  75071

*National EAA membership required.  Na-
tional EAA Offices:

EAA Aviation Center
P.O.Box 3086
Oshkosh, WI  54903-3086

Chapter Officers:
Larry Spears (President)   972-495-7965
   LBSpears@attbi.com
Calvin Coffey (Vice President)   972-423-1770
   Cfly@airmail.net
Dick Flunker (Secretary)   972-396-0018
   Rflunker@attbi.com
David Norman (Treasurer)    972-562-3488
   dnorman@ticnet.com

Chapter Volunteers:
Andy & Sue Cowan (Newsltr)   972-549-1030
Dick Stephens (Flight Advsr)   972-517-1647
Dave Bertram (Flight Advsr)   972-562-5967
Mike Pollock (Tech Cnslr)   972-530-8400
Jeff Ferraro (Program Coord.)   972-542-4131
Dave & Susan Wilson   972-359-0578
   (Pilot Profiles)

 


