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Tail Wind Times 
12 4 6

Alex De Dominicis                   

                 Air  T r a ff ic C ontr ol                   

7 : 0 0  P M ,   P ik e H a ll,    

             C ollin C ou nty  C ommu nity  C olleg e,  

                                M cK inney ,  T exa s 

.

I  H a v e  T r a in e d  N u m e r o u s  F u t u r e  R V e r s

   B y  A le x  D e  D o m in ic is  

6 3 %  o f  th e  p ilo ts  I h a v e  tr a in e d  a r e  p r o f e s s io n a ls ; 

a ir lin e  a n d  m ilita r y  p ilo ts .  T h e y  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  

b e n e f it o f  R V  tr a n s itio n  tr a in in g  f o r  th e ir  s a f e ty .  

O n e  o f  th e s e  p ilo ts  s ta te d , “ E v e r y  tim e  I f le w  a  

n e w  a ir c r a f t I s p e n t m a n y  h o u r s  o f  tr a in in g .  T h is  is  

th e  m o s t im p o r ta n t a ir p la n e  in  m y  lif e , m y  p e r s o n a l 

a ir p la n e .  I c o u ld  n o t s e e  f ly in g  it w ith o u t p r o p e r  

tr a in in g .”  

I h a v e  o v e r  1 8 0 0  h o u r s  o f  R V  tim e ; b e g a n  g iv in g  

f lig h t tr a in in g  in  1 9 9 1  in  th e  C h ic a g o  A r e a , a n d  

h a v e  b e e n  a  V a n ’ s  In s u r a n c e - p r e f e r r e d  R V  f lig h t 

tr a in e r  s in c e  2 0 0 1 .  M y  R V  w a s  c o m p le te d  in  

1 9 9 8 .  I d id  n o t a n tic ip a te  th a t m y  w o n d e r f u l f lig h t 

m a c h in e  w o u ld  e n d  u p  b e in g  u s e d  a s  a  to o l f o r  o th -

e r s ’  f ly in g  s a f e ty . 

. T h is  is  n o t m y  f u ll- tim e  jo b ; r a th e r , it is  m y  p a s -

s io n .  I a m  a n  A ir  T r a f f ic  C o n tr o lle r  a t th e  F o r t 

W o r th  C e n te r .  I liv e  a t E a g le s  N e s t, a  f ly - in  c o m -

m u n ity  ju s t 2 3  m ile s  s o u th  o f  D a lla s

W e ’ r e  lo o k in g  f o r  a  f e w  g r e a t p h o to s  f o r  th e  E A A  C h a p te r  1 2 4 6  C h r is tm a s  P a r ty .  I k n o w  a ll o f  y o u  h a v e  o n e — o r  a  h u n -

d r e d .  I’ m  ta lk in g  a b o u t p h o to s  o f  y o u r  a ir p la n e .  Y e s , th a t’ s  r ig h t.  I n e e d  p h o to s  o f  y o u r  ‘ b a b y .’   T h e  p h o to s  h a v e  to  b e  

o f  th e  a ir p la n e  o n ly , n o  p e o p le , in  J P E G  f o r m a t b e c a u s e  w e ’ r e  g o in g  to  s h o w c a s e  th e m  a t th e  C h r is tm a s  P a r ty . E v e r y o n e  

th a t s u b m its  a  p h o to  b y  D e c e m b e r  1 s t w ill b e  e lig ib le  f o r  a  p r iz e . W in n e r  w ill b e  d e te r m in e d  f r o m  a  r a n d o m  d r a w in g  

f r o m  a ll p h o to s  s u b m itte d . S e n d  th e  p h o to s  to  to m @ o r ig te c h .c o m . In c lu d e  w ith  y o u r  s u b m is s io n  th e  a ir c r a f t y e a r , m a k e  

a n d  m o d e l. 

A ls o , f r o m  n o w  u n til D e c e m b e r  1 4 th , p a y  a tte n tio n  to  w h a t k in d  o f  a ir p la n e  e v e r y o n e  e ls e  is  f ly in g  b e c a u s e  if  y o u  c a n  

m a tc h  th e  a ir p la n e s  to  th e  p ilo ts , y o u ’ ll b e  a b le  to  w in  s o m e  g r e a t p r iz e s . 
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            C h ristmas in Novemb er?                                    

    by Thomas Mitchell 

  (An imp or tant-  enou g h-to - r ep eat ar ticle)

The weather is finally turning cool, and the EAA 1246 
Christmas Party is just around the corner.  This year the 
Christmas Party will be held on December 14th at the El-
dorado Country Club.  There will be great food, games, 
gifts, interesting conversation, and lots of fun.  Don’t for-
get to mark the date on your calendar. 

To make this the best Christmas Party ever, we need a 
few good men and women volunteers.  The first volunteer 
position we’ve got to fill is the creator of the annual 
“EAA Chapter 1246 Year in Review” slide show.  Folks, 
this is your time to shine, to showcase your computer tal-
ent, and to remind everyone about all of the fun things the 
chapter has done this year.  We also need volunteers to 
set up a sound system to play Christmas music, wrap 
some really great gifts, and to give a reminder call to the 
members. This is also a call to all of our photographers, if 
you’ve got a picture or pictures that you want to have in-
cluded in the slide show, send them to Tom Mitchell. 

So, if you’re interested in helping us out by volunteering 
to put the slide show together, pulling a sound system 
together, displaying your artistic talents in wrapping some 
gifts, or making a brief reminder call to some of our 
members, please contact Tom Mitchell at the October 
meeting or email to Vicepres@EAA1246.org. 

L et’s work together to make this the best EAA Chapter 

1246 Christmas Party ever!  

I am ex cited to announce we will have a SR-7 1 print to 
raffle at our Christmas Party.  Rich Graham, chapter 
member and SR-7 1 pilot, has donated the “H abu 97 2 at 
Mach 3.0” print.  The artists name is Philip West from 
England.  It is a limited edition print and will have a Cer-
tificate of Authenticity with it.  It is signed by the artist 
and Rich.   

Raffle tickets are $ 3.00 each or six  tickets for $ 15 .00.  
Tickets are available at the November chapter meeting, 
and at the Christmas party.  If you would like to mail your 
completed tickets to me, please send to: 

Susan Wilson 

27 18 Sylvan Way 

McK inney, TX  7 5 07 0 

Good Luck

A  Hallow een Th eme at th e C h ili C ook -O f f   Took -O f f  

Contestants tempted the judges with clever H alloween 
signs at the 1246 Chili Cook-Off.  One enterprising lady 
even had home-made cornbread.  Though all the soups 
were of the highest q uality and taste deserving a prize… ...a well-set table coupled with delicious chili delighted  

both the judges’ and the guests’  eyes and palates. 

This Rocky Mountain Red B aron Chili won both 2nd 
prize and the people’s choice. The pleased cooks are K en 
and Majorie K elly.   (Mor e p ictu r es on p ag e 4 )  
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P lanes, Trains, and 

  M ountains ! – By Dick Flunker

Ok, the title isn’t quite right – there was only one 
plane, mine, and one train - but wow were there 
mountains!   As I have written at other times, Barb 
and I enjoy mountain scenery, and this trip ranks with 
the best.  We were looking for a long weekend flying 
trip for the last weekend in September and had asked 
several folks for recommendations when Andy and 
Sue Cowan mentioned Durango – a great recommen-
dation. 

Durango is located in the southwestern corner of Colorado.   There are mountains between McKinney and 
Durango, but there is a wide gap between Sante Fe and Albuquerque that allows navigation at reasonable alti-
tudes without a large deviation from a direct path.   We chose to land at Four Corners Regional Airport at 

Farmington, NM, and then drove the 40 miles to Du-
rango.   Farmington has a tower and at 5506 feet MSL 
is over a thousand feet lower than Durango.   The La 
Plata airport is also very nice and is located a bit 
closer at about 10 miles out of Durango.  I used Bisti 
Aviation at Farmington – no tie-down charge, com-
petitive fuel prices, and very accommodating service. 

Durango has an interesting history and a well kept his-
toric district including some classic hotels.  And then 
there is the train – the Durango to Silverton Narrow 
Gauge Railroad.  The train is quite famous and has 
appeared in several movies.  The rail follows the Ana-
mas river and gains some 2800 feet over the three-
and-a-half hour, 42 mile ride between Durango and 
Silverton.  As the train follows the river, there are 

times the track is along a cliff with a 400’ drop right next to the track. 

Did I mention the scenery? ? ?    Wow!  In addition to 
the train ride, we drove the “million dollar” highway 
to Silverton and beyond.  The vistas are spectacular.   
We had especially good fortune to see the peak of fall 
colors.   There had been a snowfall the week before, 
so there were the white mountain peaks, the bright 
yellow aspen, the red scrub oak, the green pines, and 
all the varying colors in between set in front of a clear 
blue sky.    I can’t imagine how it could be any better. 

Will we go back?     You Bet! 
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D ec k the Halls 

Christmas Party  Time! 

  By Thomas Mitchell

Come one, come all to the 2006 EAA Chapter 1246 
Christmas Party.  Don’t forget to put the best EAA event 
of the year on your calendar.  It’s time to relax and enjoy 
yourself after a busy year of working and volunteering.  
The festivities begin on Thursday, December 14th at 6:30 
pm at El Dorado Country Club.  If you don’t know how 
to get to El Dorado Country Club, don’t worry, it’s at 
2604 Country Club Road, just north and west of the in-
tersection of 75 and El Dorado Blvd in McKinney.  

We’ll have a cash bar that will be open starting at 6:30, 
and a delicious buffet-style dinner will be served at 7 
pm.  The entertainment will begin after dinner.  We’re 
thinking up some cool, new, entertaining ideas, so be 
prepared to have a great time and win some fantastic 
prizes.  This is one party you do not want to miss! 

We’ll need an accurate count for dinner, so please let us 
know if you plan to attend by December 1st.  You can 
either make your reservations in person at the November 
meeting or contact Patti Morris by email at treas-
ure@eaa1246.org (972-378-5699). You can either pay 
when you make your reservation or pay at the event.  
The cost for the Christmas party is $15/person or $30/
couple for all members. Non-members and additional 
guest are $25/person. 

The Chili Cook-Off judg es 

The D iners 

The Chili Cook-Off W inners 

First Plac e:   S ue Cowan for  “ S ue’s Chili”  

2nd Plac e &  Peo-

p les Choic e 

Majorie and K en 

K elly  for “ Roc ky  

Mountain Red 

B aron Chili”  

Third Plac e 

Nita B ertram 

for “ W itc hes 

B rew”   

(President 

S usan W ilson 

with the mi-

c rop hone) 

Not Pic tured: K athy  B rown  for “ J atto”  
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Timothy Smith 
9 7 2-67 9 -0 67 4 

email: timsmith@kw.com 

Member E AA 1246 - Ask about N9 VW !  

Help ing your Dreams take flight !  

(Items in bold are Chapter 1246 events) 
  

Nov 2     Business Aircraft &  Jet Preview 
     Dallas Love Field (DAL) 
     Paul Lips  866-202-0096 

Nov 3-4 Herbert Manning Memorial fly in   

 Manning Field (6F7) 

                    Glenn Watson  318-925-9786 

Nov 9  7 :0 0  PM Chapter meeting CCCC 

 Alex  De Dominicis— Air Traffic Control 

Nov 11 10:00—2:00   Fajita fly in    

 Angelina County Airport (KLFK) 

 Jack Porbeck  936-674-6370 

Nov 15 7 :30  PM  Officers Meeting    TKI 

Nov 18  10 :0 0  AM   Fly Out   Clark Field (SE P) 

 Hard E ight Pit BBQ  

Dec.14 7 :0 0  PM   Christmas Party 

 E lDorado Country Club 

Dec 20  7 :30  PM   Officers Meeting    TKI 

Save $ $ $  on your nex t vacation trip 

With World Ventures Power Search 

L owest rates on Flights, Hotels, Cruises, Resorts 

Nita Bertram   Referral Travel Agent   9 7 2-562-59 67  

nitabertram.worldventures.biz  

DR. STE PHAN M. KRAME R 
FL IG HT SU RG E ON 

AEROSPACE AND INTERNAL MEDICINE 
BOARD CERTIFIED - A.B.I.M. 

Federal Aviation Administration 

S enior Aviation Medical E xaminer - C lass 1 , 2 , or 3

ATP  R ated P ilot ME L , S E L , S E S  

W e sp ecializ e in p rob lem waiv ers, d enied , and  sp ecial issuance 

FAA med icals

BY  APPOINTME NT                    AVIATION ME DICAL  CE NTE R 

 (9 7 2) 7 319 555                            7 58 9  PRE STON ROAD  SU ITE  7 50  
                FRISCO, TX  7 50 34 
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5504 Democracy Dr. Ste 220 
Plano, TX 75024 
  Plano, TX  75093   

McKinney EAA Chapter 1246 Membership Application or R enewal 

  N ew  M emb er:  or  R en ew al:  

N ame: 
          
A ddres s : 

C ity:              State:         Z ip : 

P h on e: W k (        )                                H m  (        )            

E -M ail A ddres s :                                                              

*  E A A  N umb er:     *  E x p . Date: 

P ilot/A & P  R atin g :             
       
N otes /C ommen ts /P rojects : 

M emb ers h ip  dues  are $ 20 p er year due J an  1 .  
N ew  memb ers h ip s  p ro-rated to J an  1 . M ake 
ch ecks  p ayab le to EAA Chapter 1246. 
M ail ap p lication s  to: 
 P atti M orris  
 5504 Democracy Dr. Ste 220 
 P lan o, T X   7 5024 
*  N ation al E A A  memb ers h ip  req uired.  
N ation al E A A  O ffices : 
 E A A  A v iation  C en ter 
 P .O .B ox  3 08 6  
 O s h kos h , W I  549 03 -3 08 6  

Chapter O fficers: 
Sus an  W ils on  (P res iden t)   9 7 2-3 59 -057 8  
   P res iden t@ E A A 1 246 .org  
T om M itch ell (V ice P res iden t)   9 7 2-548 -8 48 8  
   V iceP res @ E A A 1 246 .org  
T om M oore (Secretary)   21 4-49 1 -8 48 1  
   Secretary@ E A A 1 246 .org  
P atti M orris  (T reas urer)     9 7 2-3 7 8 -56 9 9  
   T reas urer@ E A A 1 246 .org  
Chapter Volunteers:
Dav id &  N ita B ertram (N ew s ltr) 9 7 2-56 2-59 6 7  
    dav n it@ comcas t.n et 
Dick Step h en s  (F lig h t A dv s r)   9 7 2-51 7 -1 6 47  
Dav e B ertram (F lig h t A dv s r)   9 7 2-56 2-59 6 7  
M ike P ollock (T ech  C n s lr)   9 7 2-53 0-8 400 
A n n  A s b erry (memb er P rofile)   9 7 2-9 9 5-03 7 2 
C h uck Godb er (B ulletin  B d)    9 7 2-49 1 -6 7 1 7  
Dav id Godb er (B ulletin  B d)    9 03 -53 2-3 57 7  
J im Smith  (F lig h t-O ut C o-   21 4-9 06 -7 7 01  
 ordin ator) 

 * 

November 

 * 

 * 


